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methods; they may believe that the nation will not he satis-
fied without a discovery of those frauds which have been
so long practised, and the punishment of those men by
whom they have so long thought themselves betrayed and
oppressed; but let us consider, that clamour is not evi-
dence, and that we ought not either to recede from justice,
or from our own rights, to satisfy the expectations of the
people.

To remonstrate against this invasion of our privileges,
my lords, might be at this juncture improper ; the dispute
might, in this time of commotion and vicissitude, distract
the attention of those to whom the publick affairs are com-
mitted, retard the business of the nation, and give our
enemies those advantages which they can never hope from
their own courage, or policy, or strength, It may, there-
fore, be prudent on this occasion, only not to admit the
right which they have assumed, to satisfy ourselves with
retaining our privileges, without requiring any farther con-
firmation of them, and only defeat the invasion of them by
rejecting the bill, which is, indeed, of such a kind, as can-
not be confirmed without hazarding not only our own
rights, but those of every Briton.

For here is a species of testimony invited, which is hi-
therto unknown to our law, and from which it may be diffi-
cult to tell who can be secure; the witnesses are required
to disclose all matters relating to the conduct of lord Qr-
ford, according to the best of their knowledge, remembrance,
or belief! A form of deposition, my lords, of great lati-
tude; a man's belief may be influenced by the report of
others who may deceive him, by his observation of cirounv
stances, either remote in themselves, or imperfectly disco-
Tetfecl, or by his own reasonings, which must be just or fal-
lacious according to his abilities; but which must yet have
the same effect upon his belief, which they will influence,
not in proportion to their real strength, but to the confi-
dence placed in them by himself*

There is only one case, my lords,, in which, by the com-
mon course of proceedings, any regard is had to mere
belief; and this evidence is only accepted on that occasion,